Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 11th May 2026
at 7.00 p.m. in the Trinity Methodist Church
Present:
Cllrs. M. Cherrett (Chairman), N. Hill, Mrs. K Iveson, Mrs. J. Sadler, and J. Taylor. 
Apologies were received from Cllrs.  Mrs. K. Lee-Hall .
	    
027 Interests
	No interests were declared.
028 Minutes 
The Minutes of the last regular Meeting, held on Monday, 13th April 2026, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed, and signed as a true record with minor alterations.
029 Matters Arising
a. Fly Tipping
Cllr. Taylor reported that the rubbish tipped at the entrance of the allotments had been removed and that he had arranged for some large boulders to be placed to prevent further vandalism.
b. Preston Park South Lodge
Given the repeated failure of Stockton BC to place the matter on the planning agenda, the Clerk was asked to write in strong terms about the lack of faith implied in bringing forward an identical plan to that which had been refused previously, and which was roundly despised by the parish.
c. Durham Lane
Cllr. Taylor reported that he was clarifying the matter of the preconditions regarding the bund and tree planting.
d. Victoria Park and Railway Anniversary
The Clerk reported that he had received no response to his suggestions.
e. Allotment Car Park
Cllr. Taylor reported that the work was complete.
f. Problem graves
The Clerk reported that the graves had been filled.
g. Residents’ Parking
Cllr. Taylor reported that the matter remained with the legal representatives at Stockton BC and Enforcement. He further stated that he and Cllr. Houghton were planning to write to the whole parish not previously consulted to see what sort of support was available for the scheme.
h. Speeding Vehicles along Yarm Road.
Members agreed in principle to funding a third of the costs on installing SIDs long Yarm Road up to an amount of £5,000. This also being contingent on a promise of service from Stockton BC.
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030 Accounts
a. The following accounts were approved, and payment authorised: -
	BACS
	P. R. Joiner
	Clerk’s salary & expenses (Feb)
	£ 159.47

	D/D
	Stockton BC
	Cemetery Waste Bin
	£39.50

	BACS
	Zurich Insurance
	Annual Insurance Premium
	£ 459.67

	D/D
	Information Commissioner
	Annual Fee
	£52.00

	BACS
	Gordon Fletcher
	Internal Audit Fee
	£100,00

	D/D
	WAVE
	Cemetery Metered Water
	£ 73.99

	BACS
	M. Cherrett
	Newsletter Printing
	£42.95



031 Matters Pending 
a. Insurance
Members agreed to continue the Council’s insurance with Zurich Insurance.
b. Internal Audit
Members were pleased to accept the report from the Internal Auditor and agreed to implement his recommendations. Members agreed to appoint Mr. G. Fletcher as Internal Auditor for this financial year.
c. AGAR Certificate of Exemption
Members were pleased to agree that the exemption certificate should be signed.
d. To receive the completed Accounting Statements for 2025/26
Members were pleased to approve the Accounting Statements which were duly signed.
e. To complete the Annual Governance Statement
The Clerk took Members through the requirements of the Annual Governance Statement which they were pleased to approve.
f. Members especially noted the new Assertion 10 and agreed to introduce an approved IT policy. They further noted that the approved web site and email facility had already been implemented.
032 Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted as listed.
b. Surveys
The Clerk was asked to place the two relevant surveys on the website.
033 Any Other Business
a. Dog Excrement in Preston Park
The Clerk was asked to write to Stockton BC about the apparent increase in the prevalence of dog excrement in the park and to ask for better signage and for more stringent implementation of policies.
b. Vermin to rear of Myrtle Road
The Clerk reported that he had passed on a complaint from a resident to Care for Your Area.
Dated this 8th day of June 2026
                     ……………………………………………….    
Chairman
